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Report from Commission Staff 

April 22, 2021 
 

I. Administrative Updates 
• Proposition 10 Tax Distributions 

o Local Prop 10 distributions have been received through January 2021. Information 
on the February 2021 distribution has been provided to counties.  

o Ventura County revenues for July 2020 – February 2021 total $3,140,878, plus 
$1,492,243 for the annual backfill from Proposition 56. 

 After evenly applying the annual Prop 56 backfill, we are currently running 
just 0.7% lower than last year – a decrease of $28,595 as of February. 

 The forecast for fiscal year 2020-21 estimates Prop 10 revenues using a 4% 
rate of decline. 

o Staff is closely monitoring monthly disbursements and will report back regularly. 
 
 

II. Update on Commission Initiatives   
• Neighborhoods for Learning 

o Staff are currently solidifying existing site leases across the county to ensure a 
seamless transition of the majority of locations in the new fiscal year. 
 

• Help Me Grow Ventura County 
o In March 2021, HMGVC and the Landon Pediatric Foundation collaborated on an 

article for the American Academy of Pediatrics- CA Chapter 2 newsletter to highlight 
local ACEs Aware initiatives.  

 Please see enclosed for the full text or visit the AAP-CA2 website for the full 
newsletter (https://aapca2.org/publications/). 
 

• Countywide Strategies  
o 211 Ventura has an Interactive Report (https://211ventura.org/reports) on their 

website that allows users to view services delivered according to various 
demographics of interest, including city, age of caller, ethnicity, language spoken, 
etc.  

 For each demographic selected, the report will show the number of callers in 
that category during the chosen time period as well as the types of needs 
they were seeking help with. 

 
• Results Based Accountability  

o Staff are currently in discussion with UniteUs, a closed-loop electronic referral 
management system 

 UniteUs would allow for greater ease of referrals and understanding the 
effectiveness of NfL care coordination and the Help Me Grow Centralized 
Access Point. 

 
 
 

https://aapca2.org/publications/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMDA3NjE5ZjQtMDNlNC00MmUzLTkyMDctNjkzNDc2YWQzYmQ0IiwidCI6ImI4NTFhY2ZmLTM5ODgtNDY1OC04OWVhLWJmM2M3NmRkZTlhNiIsImMiOjZ9
https://211ventura.org/reports/


• Advocacy 
o American Rescue Plan Request – 5% for the first 5 years 

 F5VC requested a five percent set-aside of local American Rescue Plan 
funding from County officials and all cities to mitigate impact of COVID-19 on 
the healthy development and wellbeing of children prenatal to age 5. (see 
enclosed) 

 Follow-up meetings are being scheduled  
 

o CalEITC Expansion support letter (SB 691) 
 F5VC signed onto SB 691, legislation to support expansions of the California 

Earned Income Tax Credit (CalEITC) and the Young Child Tax Credit (YCTC) 
for low-wage earners who do not receive a meaningful tax credit. (see 
enclosed) 

 This bill will look to make temporary COVID efforts permanent and 
provide one-time relief to ITIN filers, who will not receive federal relief. 

 
o Vape Tax support letter (SB 395 - Caballero) 

 F5VC submitted a letter of support for SB 395, legislation to create parity 
between the sale of vape products and traditional tobacco products. (see 
enclosed) 

 This bill would levy an additional 12.5% tax on vaping products to 
promote smoking cessation, along with dedicating newly generated 
revenues to critical safety-net and prevention services. 

 
• Early Literacy 

o Please join us for a virtual Facebook Live event on April 30th. The F5AC is 
celebrating Día de los Niños/ Día de los Libros with First Partner of California 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom, California Surgeon General Dr. Nadine Burke Harris, and 
father & son duo Hudson and Jeff Yang as Dia readers. 

o F5VC is looking into resuming outdoor, socially-distanced story time in partnership 
with The Collection at Riverpark. Staff will share final details when available. 

 
• Community Initiatives 

o The Funders Forum met in April to discuss the effects of long-term stress from the 
pandemic, and strategies for supporting employees as they return to working in the 
office.  

 The May meeting of the Funders Forum will look at family friendly workplace 
policies.  

 
• Parent Engagement 

o Parent Leadership 
 Three Parent Leaders are currently participating in the COFI 2 (Community 

Organizing and Family Issues) Trainer of Trainers put on by the Center for 
the Study of Social Policy.  

 
 

III. County, Regional and National Updates   
• First 5 Association (F5AC) 

o F5AC’s Advocacy Day will be held on April 27th with virtual legislative visits. F5VC 
will meet with our local legislators to advocate for support for children prenatal to five 
and their families. 
 



• Noteworthy Media 
o F5VC Commissioner Dr. Cesar Morales was appointed Superintendent of 

Schools. Please see the enclosed article for more information. 
 

 
IV. Upcoming Events 

• First 5 Committees 
o Administration/Finance Committee, May 7, 2021, via Zoom 



          

         
 
 

 

Screening for ACEs: 
ACEs Aware Ventura County 

Sharon Elmensdorp, Ph.D., BCBA-D     Emani Kelley 
Help Me Grow Ventura County       Landon Pediatric Foundation 
(An Initiative of First 5 Ventura County)  

Screening for Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 
High doses of adversity and toxic stress have been known to lead to poor physical, mental, and behavioral health 
concerns.1 For children, chronic stressors have been associated with sleep disruption, developmental delay, asthma, 
headache, abdominal pain, and difficulties with learning and behavior, to name just a few.2,3 Now more than ever, it is 
important to screen for ACEs in the primary care setting to identify, treat, and heal children at risk.  

Effective January 1, 2020, the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) and the Office of the Surgeon General, rolled 
out a state-wide ACEs Aware initiative to train providers on ACEs screening and began payment to medical providers for 
the completion of an ACEs screening for patients enrolled in Medi-Cal (restrictions apply).   

Watch the ACEs Aware Ventura County Welcome video here: https://youtu.be/nATt_ZLDzL0 

Training Phase 1: ACEs Aware Online Training 
As of July 1, 2020, Medi-Cal providers must complete a free, 2-hour online training and self-attest to completion to 
receive payment for screening. For details and requirements, please visit www.acesaware.org 

Training Phase 2: ACEs Aware Ventura County- Supplemental Training 
The Landon Pediatric Foundation received a grant from ACEs Aware to provide supplemental training to providers in 
Ventura County (and neighboring counties). Through this funding, the ACEs Aware Ventura County training initiative was 
launched in partnership with the American Academy of Pediatrics- Chapter 2, First 5 Ventura County (Help Me Grow 
Ventura County), and the Ventura County Health Care Agency.  In the coming months, ACEs Aware Ventura will launch a 
training program to support the implementation of screening for ACEs. The training program will include a state-
approved, self-paced online curriculum for CME/MOC hours as well as offer information about community resources 
and referrals. ACEs Aware Ventura County has also launched a website that provides information and additional 
resources for providers implementing ACEs screening. Please visit our website at www.acesawareventuracounty.org 

For training information and technical assistance, please contact:  
ACEs Aware Ventura County- acesaware@ventura.org 
Help Me Grow Ventura County- helpmegrow@first5ventura.org  

Follow our journey on social media! 

• Instagram: @acesaware_vc; https://www.instagram.com/acesaware_vc/ 
• Twitter: @ACEsAwareVC; http://twitter.com/ACEsAwareVC 
• Facebook: ACEs Aware Ventura County; https://www.facebook.com/acesawarevc 

 
Building a System of Care: ACEs Care Network (Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo Counties) 
In addition to training support, grants were awarded across the state to build care networks that can help link health 
care providers who are screening for ACEs to local networks that already exist to support children and families.  In the 
tri-counties area of Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo counties, the KIDS Network (SB) received this grant and 
is working closely with the Partnership for Safe Families (Ventura) and the Center for Family Strengthening (SLO) to 

https://youtu.be/nATt_ZLDzL0
http://www.acesaware.org/
http://www.acesawareventuracounty.org/
mailto:mailto:acesaware@ventura.org
mailto:helpmegrow@first5ventura.org
https://www.instagram.com/acesaware_vc/
http://twitter.com/ACEsAwareVC
https://www.facebook.com/acesawarevc


          

         
 
 

 

create opportunities for providers to learn about local resources and intervention strategies. Goals for this Care Network 
include:  

• Building care networks that are trauma-informed and resiliency-focused 
• Facilitating strong connections between service providers and community partners 
• Increasing knowledge of resources and tools for ACEs prevention and early intervention 
• Inspiring, engaging, invigorating, and integrating the work force in every sector 
• Improving life outcomes for children, youth and families throughout the Central Coast 

To learn more about this network, please contact:  

 
Help Me Grow Ventura County- helpmegrow@first5ventura.org  
 
Or visit:  
KIDS Network: https://www.countyofsb.org/kidsnet/default.htm 
The Partnership for Safe Families: https://www.partnershipforsafefamilies.org/ 
Center for Family Strengthening: https://cfsslo.org/ 

References:  

1. Felitti, V.J. et al. (1998). Relationship of Childhood Abuse and Household Dysfunction to Many of the Leading Causes of Death in 
Adults. American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 14 (4); 245-258. 

2. Johnson, S.B. et al. (2013). The Science of Early Life Toxic Stress for Pediatric Practice and Advocacy. Pediatrics. 131 (2); 319-327. 
3. Shonkoff, J.P. et al. (2012). The Lifelong Effects of Early Childhood Adversity and Toxic Stress. Pediatrics. 129: e232-246. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:helpmegrow@first5ventura.org
https://www.countyofsb.org/kidsnet/default.htm
https://www.partnershipforsafefamilies.org/
https://cfsslo.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 26, 2021 
 
To: Members of the Ventura County Board of Supervisors and CEO Mike Powers 
 
Re: Five percent set-aside of American Rescue Plan funding to mitigate 

impact of COVID-19 on the healthy development and wellbeing of children 

prenatal to age 5. 

The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021 presents a historic opportunity to 
support our youngest, most vulnerable population like never before. Families with 
young children, five and under, have been disproportionately impacted by the 
pandemic. However, investments in the First 5 Years of life have a higher rate of 
return than any period later in life.  
 
First 5 Ventura County stands ready to partner with you to ensure the successful 
implementation and execution of the Recovery Fund – and to assure that the 
unique needs of children prenatal to age 5 are not overlooked. On behalf of 
children and families, we urge you to set aside five percent of the ARP for the 
first five years!  
 
Problem 
 
The pandemic has been devastating for our children and families, and has 
brought to the forefront the huge disparities that exist in our communities. People 
of color and those with the fewest resources have borne the brunt of this 
pandemic, facing extreme economic insecurity. Impacts from the pandemic 
include:  

 42% of households are worried about paying for at least one basic need 
like food, rent or utilitiesi 

 29% of Latinx and 31% of Black families with children are facing three or 
more economic and health-related hardships during the pandemic.ii   

 Ventura County permanently lost 778 licensed child care slots 
between March 2020 and January 2021iii, forcing working moms to leave 
their jobs 

 Pediatric visits were down an estimated 24% nationally from pre-
pandemic baselines in December 2020 and the number of vaccination 
doses administered to California children dropped by more than 40% at 

the start of the pandemic. iv v 
 52% of children within families with financial hardship are facing 

emotional distressvi 

 Prolonged community stress is an Adverse Childhood Experience, 
which has a negative impact on health outcomes later in life. 
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Decades of research in the field of child development have made clear the conditions necessary for young 
children and their families to thrive, and First 5 Ventura County is your local expert in investing public 
funds to improve outcomes for young children. 
 
Solution 
 
Set aside 5% of American Rescue Plan funding provided to city and county governments for the First 5 
years of life. 
 
Through the ARP, local governments will receive $130.2 billion, resulting in a direct Ventura County 
allocation of $164 million, and an allocation of $139 million for our 10 cities. In Ventura County, 57,000 
infants, toddlers and preschoolers make up roughly 7% of the county’s overall population – and 100% 
of our future. An equitable approach should be used to distribute these funds.  
 

Children are too young to vote but too important to ignore! The County of Ventura and our ten cities 

must take action now to bring immediate, equitable relief to families, child care providers and 

communities. The ARP enables us to commit to the success of children by investing in them as early as 

possible, and addressing the economic, racial, and health disparities made worse by the pandemic. 

Strong families and a bolstered economy mean strengthened communities in which infants and toddlers 

can learn, grow, and thrive. 

 

Proposed Strategies 

 

With ARP funding through December 2024, we have a tremendous opportunity to address the identified 

critical needs caused by the pandemic, support the most vulnerable young children and their families, and 

provide appropriate interventions now that will have long-term positive outcomes for years to come. While 

details of a comprehensive “5 for 5” strategy will build on further assessment of other investments through 

ARP, address identified gaps, and take into account the voice of the community, initial proposed 

strategies include: 

 

 Family Child Care Technical Assistance and Capacity Building  

o Provide a comprehensive package of business technical assistance, access to innovative 

child care management software, and financial stipends to family child care providers, in 

partnership with the Economic Development Collaborative (EDC), Child Development 

Resources (CDR) and the Ventura County Office of Education  

o Waive business license fees for family child care providers through December 2024 

 

 Early Childhood Education/Child Care Infrastructure and Facility Development 

o Provide grants and low cost loans to stabilize current child care operators and spur the 

development of new licensed child care capacity 

o Provide facility grants and low cost loans to establish regional early childhood hubs that 

provide a dedicated space for cross-sector early childhood service and program delivery, and 

can serve as Centers of Excellence for multiple disciplines and professions to work 

collaboratively (e.g. Parent and Child Together classes, case management, parenting 

education, early childhood and parental mental health counseling, Early Head Start/Head Start, 

development screenings, speech services, etc.) 

 

 Early Childhood and Family Support Service Capacity  

o Increase screenings for maternal mental health, social determinants of health, children’s 

developmental milestones, and ACEs and link families to services 



o Expand and strengthen network of care by deploying parent navigators/service coordinators 

to support families in accessing services, such as health insurance, health and mental health 

services, prenatal care, WIC, access to basic needs, etc. 

o Provide opportunities for parental bonding and attachment disrupted by the pandemic 

o Expand access to mental health services for child care providers and families, early 

childhood mental health consultation for young children, and trauma informed care training 

Existing Governance and Local Control through First 5 Ventura County 
 
The existing 9-member First 5 Commission (appointed by the Board of Supervisors) of diverse cross-
sector leaders is an ideal oversight board with extensive experience in: 

 providing strategic guidance for funding priorities and processes, impact assessment, and 
accountability measures 

 identifying existing resource and gaps 

 working across existing programs to strengthen systems and leveraging funding to address 
identified gaps 

 
Building on the existing Early Childhood Taskforce (comprised of F5VC, CDR, and VCOE), First 5 
Ventura County would also establish a “5 for 5” Advisory Committee with participation from a diverse 
group of parents, community based organizations, agencies, and service providers placing an emphasis 
on equity and inclusion. 
 
For more than 20 years, First 5 Ventura County has been the County’s partner and a proven steward of 
public funds to ensure resources reach children and families who are most in need.   

 
Summary 
 
We urge you to set aside 5% of American Rescue Plan funding provided to city and county 
governments for the first 5 years of life. If not addressed now, ACEs and toxic stress caused by the 
pandemic can have a tremendous negative impact on the developing brain, long-term health outcomes 
and school success.  Women, people of color, and children have been disproportionately affected. The 
impact on children’s social emotional well-being and healthy development may not be immediately 
evident, but data show that pediatric well visits and immunization rates have declined, developmental 
delays are less likely to be identified, and entry in the child welfare system has increased over the last 
year. The child care industry, a driving force behind economic recovery and an industry in its own rights, is 
at the brink of collapse.  
 
First 5 Ventura County has been a committed partner during the COVID-19 crisis response, and we 
remain committed to our county’s ongoing recovery efforts. However, our First 5 (Proposition 10, 1998) 
funds alone cannot meet the great and growing needs of our young children and their families. The 
investments we make in the First 5 Years of life now will benefit Ventura County for years to come.  

 
                                                           

i Data from RAPID-EC, March, 2021: https://www.uorapidresponse.com/policy-action 
ii Padilla, Christine and Thomson, Dana, More than One in Four Latino and Black Households with Children Are Experiencing Three or 
More Hardships during COVID-19, Child Trends (January 13, 2021). https://www.childtrends.org/publications/more-than-one-in-four-
latino-and-black-households-with-children-are-experience Duringing-three-or-more-hardships-during-covid-19   
iii Data from the California Department of Social Services Community Care Licensing Division, January, 2021: 
https://app.box.com/s/hsgbvgqptmjer2u0cdp5nrc5ic4tqat4  
iv Ateev Mehrotra et al., The Impact of COVID-19 on Outpatient Visits in 2020: Visits Remained Stable, Despite a Late Surge in 
Cases (Commonwealth Fund, February. 2021). https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2021/feb/impact-covid-19-outpatient-visits-
2020-visits-stable-despite-late-surge  
v California Department of Public Health, Staying Safe & Getting Vaccinated During the Pandemic, Press Release:NR20-090 (May 18, 2020). 
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-090.aspx#YourActionsSavesLives 
vi Data from RAPID-EC, March, 2021: https://www.uorapidresponse.com/policy-action 

https://www.uorapidresponse.com/policy-action
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/more-than-one-in-four-latino-and-black-households-with-children-are-experience%20Duringing-three-or-more-hardships-during-covid-19
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/more-than-one-in-four-latino-and-black-households-with-children-are-experience%20Duringing-three-or-more-hardships-during-covid-19
https://app.box.com/s/hsgbvgqptmjer2u0cdp5nrc5ic4tqat4
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2021/feb/impact-covid-19-outpatient-visits-2020-visits-stable-despite-late-surge
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2021/feb/impact-covid-19-outpatient-visits-2020-visits-stable-despite-late-surge
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR20-090.aspx#YourActionsSavesLives
https://www.uorapidresponse.com/policy-action


Date: March 18, 2021

Honorable Toni Atkins Honorable Anthony Rendon
President pro Tempore Speaker
California State Senate California State Assembly

Honorable Nancy Skinner Honorable Phil Ting
Chair Chair
Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee Assembly Committee on Budget

Dear Legislative Budget Committee Leaders,

Our organizations write to strongly support expansions of the California Earned Income Tax Credit
(CalEITC) and the Young Child tax Credit (YCTC) for low-wage earners who do not receive a
meaningful tax credit. Low-earning workers have been more likely to lose their jobs this past year
and need every resource possible to help pay for food and other essentials. In addition, these
workers are likely to spend every additional dollar they receive on things like food, rent, and basic
needs. We are requesting tax credit expansions that can address unmet needs of Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) filers and unpaid caregivers. In addition, we are calling for an
additional one-time Golden State Stimulus payment for ITIN filers  given that California will soon
receive $26 billion federal aid through the American Rescue Plan that can be used to provide
economic relief to Californians.



The CalEITC helps mitigate California’s high cost of living for people who live in poverty and the
federal EITC is a long-running refundable tax credit targeted at low- to middle-income working
households. Both are among the most effective tools for reducing poverty across the nation and
unfortunately, not everyone receives a meaningful tax credit amount. While California has made
improvements to the credit year after year since it was established in 2015, such as including
self-employed workers, workers ages 18 to 24, workers over 65, and ITIN filers, there is urgency
to provide equitable economic support for unpaid caregivers and ITIN filers who are consistently
left out of economic aid.

A low-income family of four with two adults with Social Security Numbers (SSNs) and two
children received three times more stimulus dollars than two ITIN filing adults with two
children who have SSNs. The family with SSN parents received $11,400 from the three rounds
of federal stimulus plus $600 from CA's Golden State Stimulus for a total of $12,000. The family
with ITIN parents received  $2,800 federal stimulus, plus $4,000 GSS, for a total of $1,200.
Even with economic resources provided by the Golden State Stimulus, ITIN filers are not eligible
for the very programs that are supposed to help workers who lose their jobs or have their work
hours cut, such as Unemployment Insurance, CalFRESH, and CalWORKS because they do not
have a SSN. Therefore, ITIN filers disproportionately experience poverty and are struggling to
get their needs met that were exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis. Additional one-time
payments would help close the gap in stimulus dollars for immigrants who do not have a SSN
and use an ITIN. For a household of four with two ITIN filing parents and two children, they were
denied $8,600 to $11,400 of federal stimulus dollars, depending on whether the children had
SSNs.



Ensure that families without paid work, but who are working hard to raise their children,
are included in the Young Child Tax Credit. California should recognize that the unpaid
caregiving work parents do is valuable and benefits our entire society. Unpaid givers deserve to
have economic resources to best raise their children and it is critical that every family with young
children can meet basic needs regardless of whether they work for pay. This is a symbolic
change that signals that lawmakers think it’s important to make sure every family with young
children can meet basic needs regardless of whether they work for pay.

Recommendation:
1. Provide a one-time payment of $1200 per adult and per child for ITIN filers who make up

to $50,000 in tax year 2020 through a second round of the Golden State Stimulus.
2. Permanently increase the CalEITC for ITIN filers by $100 because they do not qualify for

the federal EITC and therefore receive smaller overall refunds than similar families who
file with SSNs.

3. Change the income eligibility for the YCTC from $1 earnings to $0 earnings to include
unpaid caregivers with children 5 and under.

Cost-Benefit:
1. $1 billion to provide $1200 per adult and per child for approximately 370,000 ITIN

households.
2. $21.5 million for an additional $100 for ITIN filers through the CalEITC. This would

benefit an estimated 215,000 ITIN filers.
3. Allowing families with $0 earnings to qualify for the YCTC should not have a scored cost

because it’s not practically different from the way the credit works currently.

The CalEITC is critical to tackling California’s poverty crisis and provides much-needed
assistance to working families and individuals who are struggling to afford basic necessities. Our
coalition prioritizes the needs of the historically disenfranchised and is committed to seeking
pathways toward equitable distribution of financial resources for our most vulnerable
communities.

Sincerely,

The CalEITC Coalition

Children's Defense Fund-CA
United Ways of California
Asian Pacific Environmental Network
Bay Area Regional Health Inequities Initiative
Bet Tzedek Legal Services
California Association of Food Banks
California Church IMPACT
California Immigrant Policy Center



Centro Laboral de Graton/Graton Day Labor Center and ALMAS
CLEAN Carwash Campaign
County Welfare Directors Association of California
East Bay Alliance for a Sustainable Economy (EBASE)
Economic Security Project Action
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights
First 5 Association of CA
First 5 California
First 5 Ventura County
Friends Committee on Legislation of California
Garment Worker Center
GLIDE
Golden State Opportunity
GRACE/End Child Poverty CA
Hand in Hand: The Domestic Employers Network
Inland Coalition for Immigrant Justice
Inland Empire Immigrant Youth Collective
Instituto de Educacion Popular del Sur de California
Jobs with Justice San Francisco
John Burton Advocates for Youth
Justice in Aging
Legal Aid at Work
Líderes Campesinas
Long Beach Immigrant Rights Coalition
Lutheran Office of Public Policy California
Mayor Libby Schaaf
National Association of Social Workers (NASW) California Chapter
National Council of Jewish Women - California Policy Advocacy Network
NorCal Resist
Nourish California
Pilipino Association of Workers and Immigrants
Pilipino Workers Center
Pomona Economic Opportunity Center
REDF
Restaurant Opportunities Center Los Angeles
Restaurant Opportunities Center of California
Santa Clara County Wage Theft Coalition
SEIU California
Street Level Health Project
TODEC Legal Center
Trabajadores Unidos Workers United
Warehouse Worker Resource Center
Workers United-WSRJB SEIU
Working Partnerships USA



Worksafe
Young Invincibles



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

April 21, 2021 
 
The Honorable Richard Pan 
Chair, Senate Health Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2191 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: SB 395 (Caballero) --- Support 
 
Dear Dr. Pan, 
 
On behalf of First 5 Ventura County, we are writing in support of SB 395 
(Caballero), which would delegate funding according to the existing voter-
approved tax structure. This bill creates parity between the sale of vape products 
and traditional tobacco products to promote smoking cessation and will fund 
programs across early childhood, public health, and health care. The First 5 
investments, throughout and prior to COVID-19, have been critical to bolstering 
safety net programs and integrating systems of care for young children and their 
families.  
  
The prevalence of youth and other vulnerable populations vaping is alarming, 
despite the known and high risk of adverse health outcomes. The Vape Tax is 
essential to curb youth vaping consumption, and for funding essential safety net 
services to serve communities deeply impacted by COVID-19 and generational 
poverty. With the declining taxation rate on Other Tobacco Products since 2017, 
vaping products cost less, therefore, making them more accessible to California’s 
youth and general public.1  
  
SB 395 addresses this disparity in taxation rates between vape products and 
traditional tobacco products by levying an additional 12.5% tax on vaping 
products. Additionally, the bill would dedicate newly generated revenues to 
critical safety-net and prevention services. First 5 Ventura County has continued 
to provide virtual family support services through our Neighborhoods for Learning 
(NfL) Family Resource Centers, distributed essential supplies and diapers to 
child care providers, and supported providers in reopening their programs and 
accessing small business grants. At a time when families are struggling more 
than even, elected officials must do all that is feasible to support the millions of 
Californians across our safety-net systems. 
 
First 5 Ventura County is a committed partner in bolstering safety-net programs 
that continue to serve California’s most vulnerable communities. During these 
uncertain times, we request that you create taxation parity between the sale of 
vape products and traditional tobacco products, while securing new funding for 

                                                           
1California Department of Tax and Fee Administration, “Tax Rates – Special Taxes and Fees, Cigarette  
and Tobacco Licensing Act”: https://www.cdtfa.ca.gov/taxes-and-fees/tax-rates-stfd.htm  
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our social safety-net. For these reasons, First 5 Ventura County supports SB 395 and respectfully requests 
your support. For additional questions, please contact me at ppuls@first5ventura.org  
  
  
Sincerely,  
   

  
  
Petra Puls 
Executive Director 
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