
Report from Commission Staff
October 20, 2022 

I. Administrative Updates

● Welcome Desiree, Maria, and Sabrina!
○ Desiree Campos and Maria Espinola joined F5VC as Early Childhood Family

Support Specialists.
■ Desiree and Maria both bring over 20 years of early childhood education

experience within Ventura County.
○ Sabrina Nuno joined F5VC as a Neighborhoods for Learning Aide.

■ Sabrina recently graduated from Sonoma State University with a
Bachelor’s in Psychology and has worked in a preschool as a Teacher’s
Assistant.

● F5VC website updates
○ Stock photos on our website have been replaced with professional pictures of

F5VC NfL sites and families.
○ Two videos have been produced and are now featured on the F5VC website:

What is a NfL? and Why PACT?
■ These videos are about 1 minute each in English and Spanish designed

for parents, community partners, and potential staff.

● We are hiring!
○ F5VC is hiring multiple positions - from entry level NfL Aides to a seasoned

manager to carry out the exciting work recently funded by the Ventura County
Board of Supervisors with American Rescue Plan Act funding.

■ Visit www.first5ventura.org/get-involved for more information!

II. Update on Commission Initiatives

● Neighborhoods for Learning
○ Parent Education

■ Moorpark NfL hosted an Infant CPR Class in September
● 15 families attended from multiple regions

○ A parent shared, “I feel more confident starting [my child]
on solids now because I know how to help him in case of
an emergency.”

■ Self-Care workshop will be held for West County Parent Advisory Group
on October 28th at the Saticoy site.

■ “Safety After Dark” seminar will be presented by Moorpark Police
Department on October 28th.
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○ Outreach and Community Events Highlights:  
■ Fall and Harvest Festivals held in all three regions  

● NfL provides activities for children, including pumpkin decorating, 
sensory bins, arts and crafts, and literacy activities. 

■ Other outreach activities included “Dia De La Comunidad Event” hosted 
by Turning Point Wellness Center, Harrington Elementary’s Open House, 
and Community Resource fair hosted at Villa Esperanza Apartments. 

● Parent Leaders 
○ Current parent leaders are providing the Community Organizing and Family 

Issues (COFI) Training to a new group of parents over 8 sessions, two hours 
each. 

■ The training concluded last week, with 5 parents graduating. Next Steps 
will include a community action project. 

○ Two F5VC parent leaders will host a workshop at the National Family Support 
Network Conference “Together for Families”, October 19-21, 2022. 

■ Session title “Parent Leader Network: Creating a Positive Culture”.  

● Help Me Grow Ventura County 
○ F5VC tracks and reports data on Help Me Grow activities 3 times per year in 

compliance with HMG National requirements. The following data reflects the 
reporting period of March 1, 2022, to August 31, 2022: 

■ families served 57 
■ children served 60   
■ total number of children referred to services 32 
■ total number of families who called the HMG phone line for information or 

education 121 

● ARPA Funding Update 
○ On October 11th, the Ventura County Board of Supervisors approved the 

allocation of $3.4 million ARPA funds.  
■ Funds will be used to expand existing NfL early learning and family 

support services, and launch a new home visiting pilot program, Welcome 
EVERY Baby.  

● Results Based Accountability 
○ The 3rd round of the Parenting Ladder Retrospective Survey was implemented 

with the most recent Parent and Child Together cohort of classes. 
■ Over 180 surveys have been distributed to families attending PACT for 

the first time to assess the impact of the program on parental self-
efficacy, ability to get services and building social support networks. 

● Community Investment Loan Fund 
○ Two loan payoffs for child care facilities were received from EDC in October 

2022: 



■ Princeton Montessori located in East Ventura that was to be restructured 
was instead settled in full at the end of July. 

■ ABC Learning in Santa Paula, which was amortized for 7 years, paid its 
balloon payment in mid-August as scheduled. 

○ One loans remains active through this Fund with ABC Learning in Oxnard. 
○ Loan disbursements are currently budgeted at up to $650,000 for fiscal year 

2022-23. 
 
III. County, Regional and National Updates 

● Legislative Updates 
○ Earlier this month, Governor Newsom wrapped up the 2022 legislative session 

by signing 997 bills into law (see attached legislative tracker). 
■ SB 951 (Durazo); Increases Paid Family Leave Wage Replacement 

● SB 951 will make paid leave more equitable and increase 
payments to workers from the state’s employee-funded disability 
and paid family leave programs. Starting in 2025, workers who 
earn less than $57,000 a year would be paid 90% of their regular 
wages, providing support for CA’s working families when needed. 

■ AB 2806 (Rubio) ensuring equitable treatment of children in state 
preschool and child care programs by prohibiting suspensions and 
expulsions except as a last resort. 

● AB 2806 would also strengthen ECMHC (early childhood mental 
health consultation) to provide support to teachers, children & 
families to promote positive mental health. 

■ SB 1047 (Limόn) expands eligibility for the California State Preschool 
Program (CSPP) to make it easier for low-income families to enroll and 
stay enrolled in childcare services. 

● SB 1047 allows children 18 months - 3 years to be served by the 
CSPP program, with a 24 month continuous eligibility for children 
in subsidized child care without needing to recertify; promoting 
efficiency in the early learning and care system to better meet the 
needs of working parents. 

■ SB 1183 (Grove); The California State Library: Statewide Imagination 
Library Program expands Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Program to 
children statewide (see attached article). 

● Under the initiative, launched to inspire a love of reading at an 
early age, California’s children ages 0-5 will be eligible to enroll in 
the program to receive a free book every month through their 5th 
birthday in the mail starting in June 2023. 

● First 5 California (F5CA) 
○ F5CA launches “Dragon Song” campaign aimed at supporting young children’s 

mental health (see attached article). 
■ The “Dragon Song” teaches children ages 0-5 a fun breathing technique 

in the form of a dragon roar. 



■ Breathing techniques may be used when children experience tantrums 
and stressful emotions.  

■ Allows children to self-regulate their emotions at an early age- creating 
positive long-lasting effects. 

 
IV. Upcoming Events 

● First 5 Committees 

● Administration/Finance Committee, Friday, November 4, 2022. 9:30 a.m.- 
11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anecdote 

A grandfather who takes his grandson to our PACT program had a conversation with one of our 
NfL Administrators. He talked about how grateful he is to have a program to spend quality 1:1 
time with his grandson and to “relearn” how to support child development. He mentioned how he 
wished he had a program like this when he had his own children. He further explained that he 
feels more at ease on letting his grandson get messy, play with dirt, and to freely explore the 
environment. Staff observed that when his 18 month old put dirt in his mouth, instead of getting 
upset and scolding the toddler, the grandfather under his breath said, “Ok, what did I learn?” 
and proceeded to ask his grandson, “Oh buddy..what’s in your mouth? Is that dirt? How did that 
taste?” The grandfather gave him alternative options and turned it into a learning experience for 
himself and the grandson. 

Pictures of Recent Events 

Twin Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infant CPR Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACT Library Visit 



       

Albert Solis Library, El Rio: We provided applications for library cards to our families in advance, 
so the library cards would be ready for our visit. The library staff handed the library cards out to 
everyone and gave everyone a choice of a free new book. Then everyone found books to check 
out. Seeing the children check out their books at the electronic check out station by themselves 
was such a joy. They were so proud of themselves in that moment.  

 

COFI Graduation pictured below. Congratulations to Jimena, the Parent Leaders, and the 
Facilitators! 



 
 
  
2022 First 5 Association Bill Tracker 
Updated: October 1, 2022 
Questions? Contact Kathy Mossburg at kmossburg@mosaicsol.com. 

 
Priority Support:  The Association will send letters to each committee, testimony will be given, partner coordination will occur, members and staff will be 
lobbied. This title is primarily reserved for co-sponsored, and sponsored bills where partner organizations we work closely with seek our active support. 
  
Support Bills: The Association will send letters to the bill author’s legislative office and policy committees where the bills will be heard.  
  
The policy committee will be notified if there are any changes in status from support to priority support. 
 

INFANT & EARLY CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH (IECMH) 
Chaptered 

Bill No. Author Description Status Position 
AB 2806 Rubio, 

Blanca 
Childcare and developmental services: preschool: expulsion and suspension: mental 
health services: reimbursement rates. This bill revises and recasts provisions related to 
the suspension and expulsion of children from the California State Preschool Program 
(CSPP), expands these provis2464to other childcare programs, increases the requirements 
for early childhood mental health consultation (ECMHC) services, and requires the 
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) and Child Care Providers United (CCPU), if 
CCPU elects to participate, in consultation with the California Department of Education 
(CDE), to establish a joint labor-management committee to discuss suspension and 
expulsion practices among family childcare providers, as specified. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered 
 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

Vetoed 
AB 2281 Lackey Mental Health Preschool Services Act. AB 2281 establishes the Early Childhood Mental 

Health Services Act, to the extent moneys are appropriated, as a mental health grant 
program to improve access to and quality of care, services, and supports for children from 
birth to five years of age, inclusive, and their parents, families, and caregivers, with 
emphasis on prevention and early intervention and disparities. 

Veto Message 
Linked Here 

Proposed: 
Watch 

 
 

QUALITY EARLY LEARNING 
Chaptered 

Bill No. Author Description Status Position 
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AB 321 Valladares Childcare services: enrollment priority. This bill creates a prioritization for placement into 
specified federal and state subsidized child development services programs for children 
who come from a family in which the primary language spoken at home is a language 
other than English. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered 
 

Proposed: 
Watch    

AB 2827 Quirk-Silva Childcare services: enrollment priority. This bill creates a prioritization for placement into 
specified federal and state subsidized child development services programs for children 
who come from a family in which the primary language spoken at home is a language 
other than English. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

AB 2832 Rivas, 
Robert 

Whole Child Community Equity. This bill a) establishes the End Racial and Economic 
Inequities in Childcare in California Initiative; b) requires the Department of Social Services 
(DSS) and California Department of Education (CDE) to develop the Whole Child Equity 
Framework (Framework) and Whole Child Community Equity Screening Tool (Equity Tool); 
c) requires DSS and CDE to convene a workgroup to receive input for the development of 
the Framework, the Equity Tool, and recommended uses of the Equity Tool for early 
childhood investments and whole child resources to address racial and economic 
inequities for California’s youngest children. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered Proposed: 
Watch 

SB 1047 Limón California state preschool program: eligibility. Authorizes California State Preschool 
Program (CSPP) providers to serve children from 18 months up to three-years old, until 
January 1, 2029; expands eligibility criteria for subsidized childcare programs administered 
by both the California Department of Education (CDE) and the California Department of 
Social Services (CDSS) to include those families eligible for means-tested government 
programs; and extends eligibility for subsidized childcare to 24 months. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered 
 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

SB 1183 Grove The California State Library: Statewide Imagination Library Program Establishes the 
Statewide Imagination Library Program under the direction of the State Librarian for 
purposes of developing, implementing, promoting, and fostering a comprehensive 
statewide initiative for encouraging preschool children to develop a love of reading and 
learning. The bill would create and continuously appropriate the Imagination Library of 
California Fund for purposes of the program, as provided, thereby making an 
appropriation. The bill would require the fund to be used to provide age-appropriate 
books on a monthly basis, at home, to each child registered in the program, from birth to 
their 5th birthday, inclusive, at no cost to families, through Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library. The bill would require the funds to only be allocated to qualified local entities that 
agree to a dollar-for-dollar match for purposes of the program. 

 

 

Chaptered 
 

Proposed: 
Watch 

Vetoed 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB321
https://app.box.com/s/jo72yvnyucftlsdjt6konwmgs5vc2vj3
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2827
https://app.box.com/s/jo72yvnyucftlsdjt6konwmgs5vc2vj3
https://app.box.com/s/k5sjv7supou9gq3xncc27ux9ix3yfifa
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2832
https://app.box.com/s/8fzwoe3pnfydzevumjms3p3ifn1z4whe
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1047
https://app.box.com/s/h5pzp2q9cxzhal2nfz0om9wb63ku9a5u
https://app.box.com/s/rw57gzktx4tnvpmlro2t3rj5l0zyv0vo
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1183


AB 92 
 

Reyes Preschool and childcare and development services: family fees. This bill Makes changes 
to the amount of the family fee collected for preschool and childcare and development 
services and prohibits providers from absorbing any reduction in pay due to waivers or 
reductions in family fees.  

Veto Message 
Linked Here 

Proposed: 
Watch 

 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
Chaptered 

Bill No. Author Description Status Position 
     

Vetoed 
AB 1930 Arambula Medi-Cal: Comprehensive perinatal services. Requires the Department of Health Care 

Services (DHCS) to extend the Comprehensive Perinatal Services Program (CPSP) Medi-Cal 
benefit for up to one year after the end of a Medi-Cal beneficiary’s pregnancy. The bill 
requires DHCS utilize a federal option to allow an unlicensed perinatal provider to render 
preventive services recommended by a licensed provider and to provide those services in a 
beneficiary’s home or other community setting away from a medical site. Fact Sheet 

Veto Message 
Linked Here 

APPROVED 
Priority Support  
Letter 

AB 2199 Wicks Doula services. Establishes the Birthing Justice for California Families Pilot Project, upon an 
appropriation, to be administered by the CA Department of Public Health (CDPH) to fund 
specified entities to provide full-spectrum doula care to members of communities with 
high rates of negative birth outcomes who are not eligible for Medi- Cal. The bill’s 
provisions would sunset on January 1, 2028. Fact Sheet 

Veto Message 
Linked Here 
 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

 
 

RESILENT FAMILIES 
Chaptered 

Bill No. Author Description Status Position 
AB 2176 Wood   Live Birth Records. Increases the time to register a live birth with the local registrar from 

within 10 days following the date of the event, to within 21 days. Enrolled 
Chaptered APPROVED 

Support  
Letter 
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SB 951 Durazo Unemployment insurance: contribution rates: disability insurance: paid family leave: 
weekly benefit amount. This bill (1) extends the existing wage replacement rates for the 
State Disability (SDI) and Paid Family Leave (PFL) programs, which provide a 60-70% wage 
replacement and is set to sunset January 1, 2023, to January 1, 2025; (2) for claims 
commencing on or after January 1, 2025, revises the formulas for determining benefits 
under both programs to provide an increased wage replacement rate ranging from 70-90% 
based on the individual’s wages earned, as specified; and (3) on January 1, 2024 repeals 
the wage ceiling for contributions into the SDI fund, thereby making all wages subject to 
the SDI contribution rate. 

Chaptered 
 

APPROVED 
Support  
Letter 

SB 1083 Skinner CalWORKs: pregnancy and homeless assistance. Makes various changes to the California 
Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) homeless assistance (HA) 
program, including expanding the number of days that a family can receive temporary 
shelter assistance, extending CalWORKs HA to families at risk of homelessness and facing 
eviction, removing HA program benefit limits for families that include a pregnant person, 
and allowing a family who is receiving CalWORKs HA benefits to remain eligible for HA 
following termination of CalWORKs participation due to receiving income above the 
eligibility threshold. Fact Sheet 

Chaptered 
 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

Vetoed 
AB 2464 Garcia, 

Cristina 
California State University: employees: paid parental leave of absence. Requires the 
California Stata University (CSU) to grant an employee a leave of absence with pay for one 
semester of an academic year, or an equivalent duration, in a one-year period, following 
the birth of a child of the employee or the placement of a child with an employee in 
connection with the adoption or foster care of the child by the employee. Fact Sheet 

Veto Message 
Linked Here 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

 
     
Died During the Legislative Process 

Bill No. Author Description Status Position 
AB 1649 Quirk-Silva Childcare services: alternative payment programs This bill requires the alternative 

payment program (APP) to reimburse childcare providers based upon the maximum 
certified hours of care instead of the actual days and hours of attendance. This bill also 
codifies Legislative intent that working families be supported with equitable access to 
childcare and the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) support consistent 
reimbursement payments based on the maximum certified hours of care needed to any 
provider who accepts subsidized vouchers. Fact Sheet 

Held in 
Assembly 
Approps 
Suspense File 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

AB 1690 Rivas, Luz Tobacco products: single-use components. Prohibits the sale in this state of a single-use 
electronic cigarette, as defined. Authorizes a city attorney, county counsel, or district 
attorney to assess a $500 civil fine against a person determined to have violated those 
prohibitions. Fact Sheet 

Held on 
Assembly Floor 

Proposed: 
Watch 

AB 1697 Patterson Personal income taxes: credit: still birth. Provides, for taxable years beginning on or after 
January 1, 2022, and before January 1, 2027, a credit of up to $2,000 under the Personal 

Held in 
Assembly Rev & 
Tax 

Proposed: 
Watch 
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Income Tax (PIT) Law to a taxpayer who holds a Certificate of Still Birth (Certificate) for 
qualified expenses.  

AB 1937 Patterson Expectant parent benefit: clothing allowance. Requires the Department of Health Care 
Services (DHCS) to establish a health expense account program for pregnant Medi-Cal 
beneficiaries and pregnant subscribers of the Medi-Cal Access Program (MCAP) for 
reimbursement for out-of-pocket pregnancy-related costs in an amount not to exceed 
$1,250. Defines “out-of-pocket pregnancy-related costs” to include birth and infant care 
classes, doula services, midwifery care, lactation support services, prenatal vitamins, lab 
tests or screening, prenatal acupuncture or acupressure, and transportation expenses 
essential to medical care. Permits DHCS to authorize reimbursement for additional 
pregnancy-related expenses as it deems fit. Fact Sheet 

Held in 
Assembly 
Health 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

AB 1995 Arambula Medi-Cal: premiums, contributions, and copayments. Eliminates premiums from the 
Other Targeted Low-Income Children’s Program, the 250% Working Disabled Programs, 
the Medi-Cal Access Program, the Medi-Cal Access Infant Program, and the County 
Children’s Health Initiative Program. The bill also prohibits the Department of Health Care 
Services (DHCS) from charging copayments currently required by law. 

Held on Senate 
Suspense 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

AB 2402 
 

Rubio, 
Blanca 
 

Medi-Cal: continuous eligibility. Requires the Department of Health Care Services to seek 
federal authority to allow children to remain on Medi-Cal, the Medi-Cal Access Infants 
Program, and the County Children’s Health Initiative Programs until age five, without the 
need for a redetermination of eligibility, except in specified circumstances. 

Moved to 
Inactive File 
 

APPROVED 
Priority 
Support,  
CO-Sponsor  
Letter 

AB 2458 Weber, 
Akilah 

California Children’s Services: reimbursement rates. This bill increases by at least 25%, 
subject to an appropriation by the Legislature, the California Children’s Services (CCS) 
physician reimbursement rates for a physician in a practice in which at least 30% of the 
practice’s pediatric patients are Medi-Cal beneficiaries, and requires the Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS) to review reimbursement rates and submit reports of the 
reviews to the Legislature. Fact Sheet 

Held in 
Assembly 
Approps 
Suspense File 
 

Proposed: 
Watch 

AB 2589 Santiago Earned Income Tax Credit: one-time stimulus payment. Modifies the CalEITC by allowing 
a minimum credit amount of $255 and modifies the Young Child Tax Credit to allow the 
credit for any CalEITC dependent and to those individuals that have zero earned income.  
Fact Sheet 

Held in Senate 
Gov & Finance 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

AB 2602 Salas Child health and safety: "Have a Heart, Be a Star, Help Our Kids" license plate program. 
This bill would increase the fees for the initial issuance and renewal of the "Have a Heart, 
Be a Star, Help Our Kids" license plates. The bill would continuously appropriate 50% of 
the fees collected on or after January 1, 2023, to local childcare and development 
planning councils, as described, for specified purposes, including recruitment and training 
of new childcare providers. The bill would require a portion of the funds to be allocated to 
the agency having oversight of new and continuing childcare provider health and safety 
education and training program curriculum for specified purposes. The bill would also 
continuously appropriate 25% of the fees collected on or after January 1, 2023, to county 

Held in 
Assembly 
Human Services 

APPROVED 
Priority 
Support  
Letter 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1937
https://app.box.com/s/g44s9pvamtcycd3sxnpuvhs8ebesf4in
https://app.box.com/s/hfnnom135kwh3b9nz4nlu9q9qvuk7315
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1995
https://app.box.com/s/bz7qwidr03482sodteixkzxgrvu1vk7a
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2402
https://app.box.com/s/2xfz4iid4edv2fex6htkbemoeuknema1
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2458
https://app.box.com/s/9xnqvtxiyb70arfkj6avcgqqnmq4ngzk
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2589
https://app.box.com/s/6f7w2flbkw6v1pbzzy45v1oeud4pws8x
https://app.box.com/s/ox4e69wkhmw8ovro2zvtx4kvhv8sxgyq
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2602
https://app.box.com/s/wsycpt00vy14b6wo3xw25vkuu19qw5sm


commissions, as specified, that elect to receive funding and would limit the spending of 
those funds for certain purposes, including administering the California Unintentional 
Injury Prevention Strategic Plan Project. The bill would require that no more than 10% of 
the funds allocated to the commissions be allocated to the nonprofit organization that 
provides administrative and staff support to the California Unintentional Injury Prevention 
Strategic Plan Project and would require the nonprofit organization to support statewide 
networking of unintentional injury coalitions and support evidence-based technical 
assistance and training for childhood unintentional injury prevention programs to the 
county commissions. 

AB 2659 Patterson Medi-Cal managed care: midwifery services. This bill would require a Medi-Cal managed 
care plan to have within its provider network at least one licensed midwife (LM) or 
certified-nurse midwife (CNM) within each county where the Medi-Cal managed care plan 
provides services to Medi-Cal beneficiaries. The bill would exempt a Medi-Cal managed 
care plan from that requirement for purposes of a given county if no LM or CNM is 
available in that county or if no LM or CNM in that county accepts Medi-Cal payments. 
The bill would condition implementation of these provisions on receipt of any necessary 
federal approvals and the availability of federal financial participation. This bill contains 
other existing laws. Fact Sheet 

Held in 
Assembly 
Health 

Proposed: 
Watch 

AB 2786 Stone Children’s Crisis Continuum Pilot Program. Expands eligibility for the Children’s Crisis 
Continuum Pilot Program (CCCP Program) for foster youth to also include a child or youth 
who meets the eligibility requirements to enroll in the Medi-Cal program and the medical 
necessity standards for the care components in the CCCP Program. Adds respite care as a 
component of the CCCP Program to allow primary caregivers of eligible youth a period of 
relief. Delays the implementation and reporting dates in existing law by one year. Fact 
Sheet 

Held in Senate 
Health 

APPROVE 
Support 
Letter 

SB 854 Skinner Hope, Opportunity, Perseverance, and Empowerment (HOPE) for Children Act of 2022. 
Senate Bill 854 would require, effective July 1, 2023 and subject to appropriation, the 
Department of Social Services (CDSS) to establish the California Survivor Benefit 
(CalSurvivor) Program. Would require, on or before February 15, 2023, the State 
Treasurer to convene a workgroup on steps to establish trust fund accounts for specified 
children. Fact Sheet 

Held in Senate 
Approps 
Suspense File 
 

Proposed: 
Watch 

SB 860 Rubio Personal Income Tax Law: Young Child Tax Credit.  Allows qualified taxpayers who earned 
no income for the taxable year to receive the Young Child Tax Credit (YCTC). Fact Sheet 

Held in 
Assembly Rev & 
Tax 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

SB 976 Leyva Universal Preschool Act. Establishes the “Universal Preschool Act”, to provide a universal 
high-quality, free, inclusive, mixed-delivery, and cost-effective preschool to all three- and 
four-year old children, regardless of family income. Fact Sheet 

Died in 
Assembly Ed. 
Policy 

Proposed: 
Watch 

SB 1003 Eggman Trauma-Informed Care Training Program. Establishes the Trauma-Informed Care Training 
Certification (TCTC) Program within the Department of Public Health (DPH) to certify 
trauma-informed care training programs for entities that offer services to victims of crime. 
Fact Sheet 

Held on 
Assembly 
Suspense 

APPROVE 
Support 
Letter 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2659
https://app.box.com/s/o3e6h9lfj8x5fs1nyypxbe7enpwn632z
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2786
https://app.box.com/s/zrgl1ltm4xtr88hsmmdk6wlmg30v8tqm
https://app.box.com/s/zrgl1ltm4xtr88hsmmdk6wlmg30v8tqm
https://app.box.com/s/he44tvdeiu6op3te72j30f8dymnfm9i4
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB854
https://app.box.com/s/wdwpx3kj8369m5qs7p0oznfhv60exaf5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB860
https://app.box.com/s/eiw2h25zbz6mwd5ioz4hzcsf9lfgkpp0
https://app.box.com/s/j9h8hli40mge3trvn5qlexbip3gdp3fc
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB976
https://app.box.com/s/1dctk1fvn8scptquz4l92yf87rqbyb2f
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1003
https://app.box.com/s/mt7p8l7vnnofvkio05ho1ozpdogbi9qd
https://app.box.com/s/gez436gauy95xg3150nel1766so2txnp


SB 1481 Becker Preschools, child daycare facilities, and Trustline providers: meals. Establishes, subject to 
an appropriation, a free, universal meal program through the Child and Adult Care Food 
Program (CACFP) by increasing state reimbursement to the existing federal meal program 
for children in the California State Preschool Program (CSPP), general child care, and 
specified licensed-exempt care; expands eligibility for free meals in these programs; and 
creates a grant program to encourage expansion and participation in the CACFP in 
underserved communities. Fact Sheet 

Held on 
Assembly 
Suspense 

APPROVED 
Support 
Letter 

 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1481
https://app.box.com/s/x29eh3gmj9wsxnkbk3hczhpfutfdhbzi
https://app.box.com/s/0r49gp0bi4xlifuuqcm1dys2004avm1q
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A new bill signed into law will now provide millions of children in California with free books thanks to 

Dolly Parton. The bill, SB 1183, was signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom and will provide funding for 

Parton’s “Imagination Library” program, providing free books to children from birth to 5 years old. Aiming to 

encourage preschool children to develop an early love of reading and learning, the bill received bipartisan 

support in both houses. 

Free books will be mailed directly to the child’s home at no cost to their family. The program is slated to 

begin in June 2023.Parents or legal guardians can register their child for the program online. Children will 

receive one free book per month until their 5th birthday. 

The statewide program will cover all 58 California counties with up to 2.4 million children eligible to 

participate. Bilingual options will also be available in California, marking a first for the program. 

Founded in 1995, the Imagination Library began in Parton’s childhood hometown in Tennessee. Since 

the state of Tennessee adopted the program, it’s expanded across 14 states and five countries, donating 

over 186 million books. 

“Today marks a significant day, the beginning of a magnificent statewide program which will put books 

in the hands of California children at a young age, opening the door to limitless possibility for their future,” 

said Sen. Shannon Grove, co-author of the bill. 

“Growing up with very little money in southwest Virginia, my parents taught me that books were my 

ticket to see the world,” said Sen. Toni Atkins, co-author of the bill. “A deep love of reading and learning is 

the greatest gift they ever gave me — it is so special to be able to pass that on to children across 

California. And, to be able to do so in partnership with my friend, Senator Grove, and my country music 

idol, Dolly Parton, is just icing on the cake.” 
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First 5 California Launches “Dragon Song” Campaign Aimed at 

Supporting Young Children’s Mental Health 
Dragon Song and campaign offers strategies in managing children’s stress 

 

(SACRAMENTO, CA - October 11, 2022) - In a proactive effort to help families 
manage everyday stressors, First 5 California (F5CA) is launching a new campaign 
that aims to educate on the importance of breathing as a powerful tool to help 
families and children deal with stress.   

From school shootings to inflation to a global pandemic, families across the world 
have experienced a number of stressful situations in the last couple of years. 
Combined with everyday stressors, such as food insecurity, health care issues, or 
unreliable transportation, these events can have a significant impact on families, 
changing home dynamics that can adversely affect a child's mental health. 

The goal of F5CA’s Dragon Song campaign is to demonstrate to parents and 
caregivers of children ages 0-5 how to model a fun breathing technique in the form of 
a dragon roar to help children self-soothe when experiencing stressful emotions that 
may show up as tantrums. By showing caregivers how to teach children to self-
regulate emotions, they can be better equipped to support the fight-or-flight response 
that children often experience with certain stressors. 

“Understanding and supporting the emotions of young children can be challenging 
for many parents and caregivers,” said Jackie Thu-Huong Wong, First 5 California 
Executive Director. “Through the Dragon Song campaign, we hope to equip families 
with helpful self-regulation tools, like deep breathing, that can be educational and 
interactive while helping model behaviors that can de-escalate or reverse stressful 
situations.” 

Biologically, stressful events trigger anxiety that then impact the sympathetic nervous 
system, a network of nerves that helps activate the fight-or-flight response in humans 
when faced with demanding situations. To balance the impact, the parasympathetic 
nervous system — the network of nerves that relaxes the body during periods of 
stress — activates to help with relaxation through deep breathing exercises, like 
those included in the Dragon Song campaign. Additionally, research shows different 
emotions have different breathing patterns, and changing breathing patterns can 
help regulate emotions. 
 

- More - 
 

https://hbr.org/2020/09/research-why-breathing-is-so-effective-at-reducing-stress#:%7E:text=This%20approach%20is%20one%20of,to%20calm%20your%20nervous%20system.
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The campaign will kick off with the release of the Dragon Song and webpage 
covering the importance of managing everyday stress in young children and how 
breathing exercises can help parents teach kids to self-soothe and avoid tantrums, 
all while encouraging bonding.   

 
### 

 
ABOUT FIRST 5 CALIFORNIA 
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10, which taxes tobacco 
products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their families. First 5 California programs and 
resources are designed to educate and support teachers, parents, and caregivers in the critical role 
they play during a child’s first five years–to help California kids receive the best possible start in life 
and thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov. 

https://www.first5california.com/en-us/dragon-song/
https://www.first5california.com/en-us/dragon-song/

